October 16, 2026
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
Town of Blacksburg South Carolina
Ground Water Source Evaluation ENGINEERING SERVICES
SCDES EC-SDC Grant #27-018

DUE DATE:
November 18, 2026 @ 4PM EST

RECEIPT LOCATION:
105 S Shelby St.
P.O. Box 487
Blacksburg, SC 29702

OFFICIAL CONTACT:
Shane Childers Town Administrator (864) 839-2332
shane@townofblacksburg.com

Town of Blacksburg reserves the right to reject any and all submissions or any parts thereof and to waive any
irregularities or minor informalities in any submission or in the procurement process and to make a contract award in
the best interest of the Town of Blacksburg.

This project is being funded in whole or in part by a state grant from the South Carolina Department of Environmental
Services (SCDES). All (SCDES) grant requirements will apply to the contract. More information about program
requirements can be found at https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/state-revolving-fund-srf-program/emerging-
contaminants-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-ec-sdc-grant-program



https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/state-revolving-fund-srf-program/emerging-contaminants-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-ec-sdc-grant-program
https://des.sc.gov/programs/bureau-water/state-revolving-fund-srf-program/emerging-contaminants-small-or-disadvantaged-communities-ec-sdc-grant-program

INTRODUCTION

Town of Blacksburg is issuing this Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to identify a licensed
engineer to provide a full range of engineering services to support the implementation of the
Town of Blacksburg Ground Water Source Evaluation. These services will be provided under
contract with the Town of Blacksburg, with funding provided in whole or in part by the South
Carolina Department of Environmental Services (SCDES) under grant agreement number 27-
018.

1.1. Method of Procurement

This is a qualifications-based selection. Award will be given to the most responsible, responsive
and most highly qualified engineering firm based on the factors outlined in Section 5,
SELECTION CRITERIA. Cost is NOT a factor in the ranking of firms to provide services herein.
DO NOT include any reference to consultant costs in the RFQ response. Any RFQ response with
any discussion of cost will be disqualified. Contract fees will be negotiated after selection based
on the project scope. A general scope of work is outlined below.

Firms are advised that this evaluation and selection process is a competition and not simply a
prequalification. It is the intent of the Town of Blacksburg to award the contract to a single Firm.

1.2. Project Description

The Town of Blacksburg is launching a proactive "Groundwater Source Evaluation" to secure a
safe and resilient water future for its residents. Phase 1 consists of a preliminary hydrogeologic
assessment to map available groundwater and identify high-yield drilling targets. In Phase 2, the
Town will conduct physical test, well drilling and draw-down testing, to confirm a sustainable
"safe yield." Finally, Phase 3 will evaluate water quality and treatability, specifically focusing on
the compatibility of blending new groundwater with the existing system.

By moving from a conceptual framework to a fully vetted Preliminary Engineering Report (PER),
this project provides the Town with the necessary data to design and construct a permanent
solution. Please find a copy of the complete Town of Blacksburg SC Department of
Environmental Services EC-SDC Grant Application at the following link:
https://townofblacksburgsc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/EC-SDC-Application-Blacksburg-
SC_3-30-26.pdf



https://townofblacksburgsc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/EC-SDC-Application-Blacksburg-SC_3-30-26.pdf
https://townofblacksburgsc.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/10/EC-SDC-Application-Blacksburg-SC_3-30-26.pdf

1.3. Engineering Scope of Work

To support this project, the Town of Blacksburg is requesting engineering services to include the
following scope of work:

A comprehensive, three-phase engineering and hydrogeological evaluation. The objective is to
evaluate the underlying aquifer system in the northeastern area of Cherokee County and the
outlying areas of the Town of Blacksburg to develop a localized, safe, and traditional
groundwater well system. The deliverables will be a Preliminary Engineering Report supported
by the findings.

1.4. Project Schedule

The estimated project schedule is as follows:

Project Kickoff Meeting December 2026
Phase 1: Preliminary Hydrological Assessment Started | December 2026
Phase 1: Preliminary Hydrological Assessment April 2027
Complete

Phase 2: Test Well Drilling & Physical Evaluation May 2027
Started

Phase 2: Test Well Drilling & Physical Evaluation June 2027
Complete

Phase 3: Treatment Evaluation Started June 2027
Phase 3: Treatment Evaluation Complete October 2027
Phase 3: Preliminary Engineering Report Complete December 2027
Project Complete December 2027

*Timely completion of the project is a key
requirement, as delays could result in the loss of
grant funding.

2. REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) PROCESS AND POLICIES

2.1. Submittal of Statements of Qualifications

The Town of Blacksburg is hereby issuing this Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to engineering
firms that have the capability and interest in undertaking and performing the scope of work

described in this RFQ. The RFQ will be publicly advertised in South Carolina Business
Opportunities in accordance with the SCDES EC-SDC procurement guidelines.



The OFFICIAL CONTACT for this solicitation is
Shane Childers Town Administrator

Town of Blacksburg SC

(864) 839-2332  shane@townofblacksburg.com

Each firm responding to this solicitation is officially a RESPONDENT. Each respondent must
submit (1) digital (PDF) copy of its statement of qualifications to Shane Childers via email at
shane@townofblacksburg.com AND (1) original hard copy, along with 5 copies, of its statement
of qualifications to Shane Childers via mail at Attn: Shane Childers P.O. Box 487 Blacksburg, SC
29702 or in person at 105 S. Shelby St. Blacksburg, SC 29702 no later than November 17,
2026 at 4:00pm EST. All submissions will be logged in and date and time stamped. Any
qualifications package that is received after the date and time specified will be logged and
date and time stamped as "late” and excluded from consideration by the selection

committee.

2.2. Proposed Procurement Timeline

Advertisement of RFQ

October 16, 2026

Final Date to Receive Written Questions/Clarifications

November 3, 2026

RFQ Closing Date

November 18,2026

Completion of Selection Committee Review and Recommendation

December 8, 2026
estimated

Execution of Contract

December 17,2026
estimated

2.3. Labeling of Submissions

All submissions must be submitted via emailed to Shane Childers

(shane@townofblacksburg.com) with the subject line “SOQ_Ground Water Source
Evaluation_Firm Name” (No responsibility will attach to the Town of Blacksburg or any official
or employee thereof, for the pre-opening, post opening, or failure to open a submission not
properly addressed and identified) AND (1) hard copy, along with 5 copies, submission of its
statement of qualifications to Shane Childers via mail at Attn: Shane Childers P.O. Box 487

Blacksburg, SC 29702 or in person at 105 S. Shelby St. Blacksburg, SC 29702

2.4. Proprietary/Confidential Information

All materials and written qualifications submitted pursuant to this RFQ shall become the property
of the Town of Blacksburg and will not be returned. All respondents must visibly mark as
"CONFIDENTIAL" each part of their submission that they consider to contain proprietary
information the release of which would constitute an unreasonable invasion of privacy. All
unmarked pages will be subject to release in accordance with law. Marked pages will not be
disclosed if they are deemed to meet the requirements under the South Carolina Freedom of
Information Act, S.C. Code Section 30-4-10, et seq. Respondents should be prepared, upon



mailto:shane@townofblacksburg.com

request, to provide justification of why such materials should not be disclosed in accordance with
the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act.

2.5. Questions/Requests for Clarification

All questions and/or requests for clarification regarding this RFQ should be provided in writing to
Shane

Childers no later than November 3, 2026. All questions submitted and their answers will be
posted on the Town of Blacksburg website as an addendum to this RFQ. No telephone inquiries
will be accepted.

2.6. Addenda

If it becomes necessary to revise any part of this RFQ, a written addendum will be issued. All
addenda issued by Town of Blacksburg will become part of the official RFQ and will be posted on
the Town of Blacksburg website. Receipt of all addenda must be acknowledged in the response
to this RFQ.

2.7. Contact Policy

No direct or indirect contact regarding this solicitation may be made with any representatives of
the Town of Blacksburg other than the official contact identified in this RFQ. If such contact is
made, the Town of Blacksburg reserves the right to reject a submission by that respondent. All
questions and/or requests for clarification must be provided in accordance with Section 2.5 of the
RFQ. This contact policy applies to site visits and requests for technical information. Any
technical information needed from the Town of Blacksburg to prepare a submission should be
coordinated through the Questions/Requests for Clarification process outlined in Section 2.5.

2.8. Acceptance and Rejection of Submissions

Any submissions that do not conform to the essential requirements of the RFQ shall be rejected.
The Town of Blacksburg reserves the right to waive informalities and minor irregularities in
submittals and reserves the sole right to determine what constitutes informalities and minor
irregularities. The Town of Blacksburg also reserves the right to accept or reject any or all
submissions received in response to this RFQ. The Town of Blacksburg is not obligated to enter
into any contract on the basis of any submittal in response to this RFQ. The Town of Blacksburg
reserves the right to request additional information from any firm submitting under this RFQ if
such information is necessary to clarify the submission.

2.9. Cancellation/Rejection

The Town of Blacksburg may cancel this RFQ in whole or in part at any time if it is determined to
be in the best interest of the Town of Blacksburg. The Town of Blacksburg may reject any or all
submissions in whole or in part if it is determined to be in the best interest of the Town of
Blacksburg.



2.10. Conflict of Interest

Respondents shall promptly notify the Town of Blacksburg in writing of all potential conflicts of
interest for any prospective business association, interest, or other circumstance, which may
influence or appear to influence the respondent's judgment or quality of services being provided
hereunder. Such written notification shall identify the prospective business association, interest,
or circumstance, the nature of work that such a person may undertake and request an opinion of
the Town of Blacksburg as to whether the association, interest, or circumstance would, in the
opinion of the Town of Blacksburg, constitute a conflict of interest. By responding to this RFQ,
the respondent certifies that there is no conflict of interest with any employee, agent, elected
official or officer of the Town of Blacksburg or any other conflict as may be set forth herein.

2.11. Collusion

More than one submission from an individual, firm partnership, corporation, association or
related parties under the same or different names will not be considered. If the Town of
Blacksburg believes that collusion exists among respondents, all submissions from the
suspected firms will be rejected. "Related parties" means respondents or the principals thereof,
which have a direct or indirect ownership or profit-sharing interest in another respondent.

Respondents shall comply with all local, state, and federal directives, orders, and laws applicable
to this RFQ and any resulting contract.

By responding to this RFQ, respondents certify that the response is made without previous
understanding, agreement, or connection with any person, firm or corporation making a
submission for the same item, and they certify the knowledge that this would constitute an illegal
action.

3. STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS CONTENTS

Respondents interested in providing the services outlined in this RFQ must prepare and submit a
statement of qualifications that must not be more than the equivalent of 15 single sided 8 'z by
11-inch pages in length (not counting the front and back covers, section dividers that contain no
information, and any required forms such as resumes). The submission must include the
following, in the order listed:

3.1. Cover Letter

The response should contain a cover letter signed by a person who is authorized to commit the
respondent to perform the work described in this RFQ and should identify all subcontractors,
materials, and enclosures being forwarded in response to the RFQ.

3.2. Firm Qualifications
Provide relevant information about the firm to include the following:

. Organization/company overview as it relates to the requirements of the RFQ
. Organization/company overview of all sub-contractors as it relates to the requirements of
the RFQ



3.3. Key Personnel

Provide a proposed project management structure that identifies the project manager and all
personnel who will be assigned to work on this project, including a description of their abilities,
qualifications (including education and licensure), and experience. Identify the proposed project
manager who will be the sole point of contact for the Town of Blacksburg during day-to-day
operations and include their contact information. Include resumes for all key individuals
(including sub-consultants) who will be completing a portion of the scope of work.

3.4. Relevant Experience

Provide descriptions of similar infrastructure projects that the organization and/or key personnel
have completed, including tasks involved, timeframes, and outcomes. Include any relevant
experience with RIA requirements or grant-funded projects. Also include any relevant work
performed in a nearby jurisdiction or in the Town of Blacksburg’s jurisdiction.

3.5. Project Approach

A statement of understanding of the work to be done and a detailed methodology and work plan
to include a proposed list of required tasks and milestones to address the scope of work included
in this RFQ. Include any additional recommendations, options or alternatives that should be
taken into consideration by the Town of Blacksburg.

3.6. Firm Workload

Describe projected workload of the respondent and any sub-consultants, related to how it might
impact the respondent’s ability to meet the project’s timeline requirements as outlined in this
RFQ.

3.7. References

Provide two (2) references for relevant projects within the last 8 years that indicate the past
performances and abilities of the proposed team. Include a key client contact person for each
project with their current daytime phone number and email address.

4. EVALUATION AND AWARD PROCESS
4.1. Selection Committee

The Town of Blacksburg will conduct a formal selection process to determine the best qualified
respondent based on the criteria detailed in Section 5. This process will include the formation of
a selection committee. The award will be given to the highest rated and ranked respondent
based on the cumulative scores of the selection committee.

The Town of Blacksburg reserves the right to contact a firm to obtain written clarification of
information submitted and to contact references to obtain information regarding performance,
reliability, and integrity.



4.2. Notice of Intent to Award

The selection committee’s recommendation for award will be presented to the Blacksburg Town
Council for consideration. If approved, a notice of “Intent to Award” will be posted on the Town of
Blacksburg website. The notice will also be emailed to respondents upon request informing them

of the committee’s recommendation.
4.3. Protested Solicitations and Awards

Any respondent who is aggrieved in connection with the solicitation or award of a contract may
protest according to the procedures in the Town of Blacksburg’s procurement policy.

The protest must be submitted in writing to:
Shane Childers

Town of Blacksburg

PO BOX 487

Blacksburg, SC 29702

4.4. Contract Negotiations/ Award of Contract

After the close of the appeal period, if no appeals were received or successfully granted, the
highest rated respondent identified in the “Intent to Award” will be invited to enter into contract
negotiations with Town of Blacksburg to finalize the scope of work, personnel, hours, hourly rates,
use of sub-consultants, and other direct costs that will be required to complete the agreement
between the Town of Blacksburg and the selected respondent. If an agreement cannot be
reached with the highest ranked firm, the Town of Blacksburg will select the next highest ranked
responsive and qualified firm, and the negotiation phase will be repeated. This process will
continue until an agreement is reached with a qualified firm that can provide the required scope of
services within the project budget. Any contracts awarded as a result of this procurement process
will be between the respondent and the Town of Blacksburg.

Per RIA guidelines, any contract negotiated as a result of this procurement process will
require review from RIA prior to award/execution. Once a draft contract is negotiated, the
Town of Blacksburg will submit it to RIA for review. Once the review is complete, the Town of
Blacksburg and the selected respondent will enter into the contract. Failure to adhere to this
policy could result in disallowed grant costs and the cancellation of this solicitation.

5. SELECTION CRITERIA
The selection criteria and their relative importance in making the selection are:
5.1. Qualifications of Firm/Personnel (20%)

Utility operations, technical expertise and competence, including education, professional licensure
or certification, and years of experience of individuals who will be assigned to this project.



5.2. Related Experience on Similar Projects and Past Performance (20%)

Relevant experience with projects of a similar nature, including experience with state-funded
construction or planning grants, and experience with utility operations, management, and
financials. On past projects, the respondent’s ability to deliver a quality work product as well as
consistently communicate and coordinate project details and milestones with the client in a
professional manner.

5.3. Project Approach (35%)

The soundness, suitability, comprehensiveness and creativity of the respondent’s stated approach
to the project and the desired outcome of the project.

5.4. Proximity and Local Knowledge (25%)

Proximity to the project location and knowledge of the area and the infrastructure to be improved,
as demonstrated through relevant experience.



